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PANAMA. 

Reports from, Bocas del Toro, fruit port. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Osterhout reports: 

Week ended October 20. Present officially estimated population, 
4,954. Geneial sanitary condition of this port and the surrounding 
country during the week, good. 

Bills of health issued to the following-named vessels: 



Date. 



Oct. 15 
16 

17 
19 



Vessel. 



Oracabessa . 

Origen 

Fort Gaines. 
Origen 



Destination. 



New Orleans 

Mobile via Colon . 

Mobile 

do 



Number 
of crew. 



Number of 

passengers 

from this 

port. 



Number of 
passengers 
in transit. 



Pieces of 
baggage 
disin- 
fected. 



Week ended October 27. Present officially estimated population, 
4,954. General sanitaiy condition of this port and the surrounding 
country during the week, good. 

Bills of health issued to the following- named vessels: 



Date. 




Destination. 





Number of 


Number 


passenKers 


of crew. 


from this 




port. 


21 


1 


45 





26 


3 


27 





29 


4 



Number of 
passengers 
in transit. 



Oct. 21 

23 

24 
25 
26 



Taunton 

Appomattox... 
Fort Morgan . . 
Harry T. Inge . 
Jose 



New Orleans 

do 

Mobile 

New Orleans 

New York, via 

Port Antonio, 

Jamaica, 



PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 



Reports from Manila — Cholera in Manila and the provinces — Cholera 
on transport Sheridan — Cholera carriers — Inspection of vessels — 
Quarantine transactions, month of August, 1908. 

Chief Quarantine Officer McClintic reports, September 22: Week 
ended September 19. One hundred and forty-four cases of cholera, 
with 96 deaths, and 2 cases of smallpox, with 4 deaths, occurred at 
Manila. 

During the past few weeks cholera in Manila has shown a continued 
increase. The past 5 weeks show cases as follows: 3, 20, 22, 34, 144, 
a total of 223 cases and 164 deaths for the 5 weeks. The bureau of 
health is making a determined effort to check the progress of the epi- 
demic. Chemical tire engines are being used as disinfecting machines, 
and street-sprinkling wagons are supplying disinfectants to the disin- 
fecting parties. A house-to-house inspection is maintained, a much 
larger number of suspects are being treated, and a larger number of 
those sick with cholera at home are now being reported. Cases con- 
tinue to occur in Bilibid prison, the insular penitentiary. 
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Interest in the cholera situation has been augmented by the finding 
of human "vibrio carriers." Six or 7 prisoners in the Bilibid prison 
and about 20 other persons have been found to harbor in their ali- 
mentary canal a large number of cholera like organisms without any 
apparent ill effects to the host, although a number of cases have been 
traced and found to have been associated with these carriers before 
they were taken with the disease. These carriers have been found 
through the policy instituted by the bureau of health in having, when- 
ever practicable, the stools of contacts, or those who are living in 
dwellings in which cases of cholera have developed, examined bacteri- 
ological^ for the cholera vibrio. 

In the ponds and pools of water around Manila many varieties of 
organisms can be found which morphologically resemble the cholera 
vibrio, but their relation to the organism that actually produces chol- 
era has not been demonstrated. This, in a measure, is true of the 
cholera-like organisms found in the so-called cholera- vibrio carriers, 
but the evidence is i-ather conclusive that they play a significant role 
in the etiology and spread of the disease. It is a well-known fact 
that even when kept under the most favorable artificial conditions in 
the laboratory the cholera vibrio is a frail organism, easily killed by 
strong sunlight, and that it soon loses its pathogenicity for the lower 
animals. These well-known characteristics of the organism have been 
barriers in the way of explaining why cholera has been, for the past 
few years, at least, endemic in the Philippine Islands, and how, after 
a period of quiescence, it springs up simultaneously in a virulent and 
epidemic form in localities remotely situated. Therefore the finding 
of these vibrio carriers sheds much light upon this complex question, 
and, furthermore, enlarges the scope of work devolving upon sanita- 
rians in the suppression of a cholera epidemic. 

The shipping has been remarkably free from the disease, no cases 
having occurred on any interisland vessels. 

The transport /Sheridan, while being disinfected at the Mariveles 
quarantine station, September 14, 1908, prior to sailing for San Fran- 
cisco, had a case of cholera on board in the person of a second-cabin 
passenger. The vessel was disinfected, and the crew and passengers 
were bathed and their effects were disinfected. September 16 a sec- 
ond case developed in an American member of the crew. The con- 
tacts were redisinfected. The second case died in the Mariveles 
hospital at midnight of September 16. All were held in quarantine 
under observation until September 21, when the vessel was granted a 
bill of health for San Francisco, Nagasaki, and Honolulu, no further 
cases having occurred. The first case is recovering. 

Owing to the increase of cholera in the city of Manila, and in order 
to protect as much as possible the noninfected provinces, vessels leav- 
ing Manila, with certain exceptions, were required, from September 
18, 1908, to call at Mariveles for inspection or detention. 

The progress of the cholera epidemic in the provinces has been 
greatly lessened during the past few weeks, except in Iloilo and adja- 
cent provinces. The number of cases to date in the provinces is 
18,698, with 11,965 deaths. 
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The following is an unofficial list of the cases and deaths from cholera 
in the provinces of the Philippine Islands for the week: 





Provinces. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 




97 
33 
40 

8 

3 

7 

25 

779 


71 




32 




15 




5 




2 




2 




17 


lloilo 


480 








Total 


992 


624 







During the week consular bills of health were issued at the port of 
Manila to 2 steamships. 

Quarantine transactions of the service in the Philippine Islands during 
the month of August, 1908. 

POET OF MANILA. 

Bills of health issued 54 

Vessels inspected 86 

Passengers on arriving vessels inspected 2, 487 

Persons vaccinated 93 

Members of crews on arriving steamships inspected 4, 792 

Members of crews on sailing vessels inspected 38 

Persons bathed and effects disinfected 127 

Steamships partially disinfected 2 

Steamships fumigated to exterminate vermin 11 

Sailing vessels fumigated to exterminate vermin 3 

Pieces of baggage disinfected 162 

Pieces of baggage inspected and passed 27 

Steamships sailing without quarantine inspected and passed 12 

Steamship disinfected 1 

Members of crews on vessels inspected 864 

Passengers on vessels inspected 572 

Members of crews bathed and effects disinfected 189 

Passengers bathed and effects disinfected 281 

Pieces of baggage disinfected 983 

Pieces of baggage inspected and passed 1, 314 

Pieces of miscellaneous cargo certified 38,484 

POKT OP ILOILO. 

Bills of health issued 12 

Vessels inspected 31 

Passengers on arriving boats inspected 482 

Members of crews on arriving steamships inspected 1, 155 

Members of crews on arriving sailing vessels inspected 27 

Persons bathed and effects disinfected 37 

Persons detained in quarantine during month 37 

Cases of quarantinable diseases detected on vessels, cholera 3 

Steamship disinfected 1 

Sailing vessel disinfected 1 

Vessels entering quarantine during the month 2 

Pieces of baggage disinfected 49 

Pieces of baggage inspected and passed 7 

POET OP CBBU. 

Bills of health issued 13 

Vessels inspected 74 

Passengers on arriving vessels inspected 852 
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Members of crews on arriving steamships inspected 3, 135 

Members of crews on arriving sailing vessels inspected 62 

Persons detained in quarantine 836 

Steamships fumigated to exterminate vermin 2 

Vessel remaining in quarantine from July I 

Vessels entering quarantine 23 

PORT OF CAVITE. 

Bills of health issued 10 

PORT OP OLONGAPO. 

No transactions. 

PORT OP ZAMBOANGA. 

Vessels inspected 8 

Passengers on arriving vessels inspected 245 

Members of crews on arriving steamships inspected 446 

PORT OF JOLO. 

Vessels inspected 3 

Passengers on arriving vessels inspected 63 

Members of crews on arriving steamships inspected 89 

RUSSIA. 

Report from Libau — Measures to prevent cholera infection among 
emigrants— Status of cholera in Russia. 

September 26 Acting Assistant Surgeon De Forrest was directed 
by the bureau to proceed to Libau with instructions to report on the 
progress of cholera in Russia and furnish information relative to the 
restrictive measures enforced by the Russian Government and the 
representatives of the United States at the ports of departure of emi- 
grants from Russia. He reports, October 15, 24, and 26: 

The cholera-infected districts of Russia, with the exception of St. 
Petersburg, are distant from Libau 4 or 6 days' journey by rail. 
Upon arrival at Libau intending emigrants are quartered in barracks 
furnished by the Russian East Asiatic Steamship Company. I have 
personally examined these barracks and have found them clean and 
well kept. Here the emigrants are detained in close quarantine for a 
period of 5 days. At the expiration of this period of detention, if the 
conditions are satisfactory, they are allowed to go into the city 
and are lodged in various places. If any case of sickness (vomiting, 
diarrhea, etc.) occurs, it is promptly reported to the police officials 
and city physician and is carefully examined and kept under 
close observation. Cultures are made if the case is suspicious. 
No cultures have been necessary from emigrants 1 have exam- 
ined, all having been in good condition. The 5 days' detention in 
quarantine is not required to be the 5 days preceding the sailing of 
the vessel on which the emigrants embark. Tiie police system in force 
in Libau requires all cases of sickness to be reported by landlords. 
Before embarking the emigrants are examined by physicians employed 
by the steamship company previous to being taken on board. Daily 
inspection of the emigrants at their scattered lodging houses being 
impracticable I will in future personalty examine each emigrant 5 days 
before the vessel sails and again before embarkation, giving each a 
certificate of examination. I will also see that the baggage is disin- 
fected previous to being taken on board. The voyage from Libau to 



